
T H I S  I S  D I S C L O S U R E

T H I S  I S  D I S C L O S U R E Treat each other like humans.

🇫🇮 Finland.

Finnish law has both a criminal offense for failing to help a person known to be in mortal

danger and a general duty in the Rescue Act to alert those in danger, call for emergency help

and take rescue measures according to one's ability. The Rescue Act also covers volunteer fire

brigades and volunteer rescue work, and provides state-funded accident compensation for

people who step in to rescue on their own initiative.
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Is there a legal duty to help a stranger?

YES

Rikoslaki (Criminal Code) chapter 21 section 15, Pelastustoimen

laiminlyönti (failure to take rescue action), punishes with a fine

or up to 6 months in prison a person who, knowing another is in

mortal danger or serious danger to health, fails to give or obtain

the help that, given their possibilities and the nature of the

situation, can reasonably be expected of them. Pelastuslaki

(Rescue Act, 379/2011) section 3, Yleinen toimintavelvollisuus

(general duty to act), says anyone who notices or learns of a fire

or other accident that has happened or is threatening, and

cannot immediately put it out or avert the danger, must without

delay alert those in danger, make an emergency call and take

rescue measures according to their ability.

Rikoslaki 39/1889, luku 21 (Henkeen ja terveyteen kohdistuvista rikoksista) (Finlex

(Ministry of Justice)) Pelastuslaki 379/2011 (Finlex (Ministry of Justice))

Are people who help protected?

LIMITED

Pelastuslaki section 103 provides compensation from state

funds, on the same basis as the workers' accident and

occupational disease act, for accidents in rescue operations, and

its list of eligible people includes those who took independent

rescue measures on the basis of the section 3 duty to act and

those who took part in rescue operations voluntarily as

described in section 51. No general civil-liability shield for good-

faith helpers was located in the texts reviewed.

Pelastuslaki 379/2011 (Finlex (Ministry of Justice))

https://www.finlex.fi/fi/lainsaadanto/1889/39-001
https://www.finlex.fi/fi/lainsaadanto/1889/39-001
https://www.finlex.fi/fi/lainsaadanto/2011/379
https://www.finlex.fi/fi/lainsaadanto/2011/379


How the government promotes giving
and service

Volunteer rescue work (Pelastuslaki chapter 7, sections 51 and 52)

Volunteer fire brigades under contract (sopimuspalokunta)

Talkoot as a living tradition

Proposed wider tax deduction for donations from 2027

Ways to give and volunteer

The Rescue Act allows volunteer organizations and individuals to be used as

helpers in rescue training, advice, information and rescue operations, except in

tasks involving significant public authority. It also says rescue authorities shall, as

far as possible, promote the operating conditions of volunteer organizations used

in rescue tasks.

F I N L E X  ( M I N I S T R Y  O F  J U S T I C E )

The Rescue Act recognizes contract fire brigades and other volunteer fire brigades

as part of the rescue system when they have an agreement with the wellbeing

services county, requires Rescue College-curriculum training for members taking

part in rescue operations, and gives members the right to wear the rescue service

uniform as a fire brigade uniform.

F I N L E X  ( M I N I S T R Y  O F  J U S T I C E )

The national promotion site thisisFINLAND, produced within the Ministry for

Foreign Affairs, describes talkoot as an event where neighbors, villagers or

colleagues get together to help accomplish a large job, and says festivals such as

Ilosaarirock rely on the tradition. This is a description of a custom, not a legal

program.

T H I S I S F I N L A N D  ( M I N I S T R Y  F O R  F O R E I G N  A F F A I R S )

The Tax Administration reported on September 29, 2026 that, under a

Government proposal, a cash donation deduction would widen from 2027 beyond

universities to Tax Administration-designated associations and foundations

supporting sports, youth well-being, social well-being or health. This was a

proposal and its enactment was not confirmed in the page.

V E R O H A L L I N T O  ( F I N N I S H  T A X  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N )

https://www.finlex.fi/fi/lainsaadanto/2011/379
https://www.finlex.fi/fi/lainsaadanto/2011/379
https://finland.fi/life-society/finnish-festivals-driven-by-volunteer-power/
https://www.vero.fi/en/About-us/newsroom/news/uutiset/2026/the-government-proposes-broader-deductibility-of-donations/


Finland has a strong tradition of association-based volunteering, and the Finnish Red Cross

and many other registered associations run most community help. Fundraising for the public

generally needs a permit, so check that before giving to a collector.

Check a charity before you give

The state office that keeps the association register and handles

money collection permits, so you can check whether a group is

registered.

Finnish Patent and Registration Office (PRH)

Give your time

Vapaaehtoistyö.fi

Finnish Red Cross (Suomen Punainen Risti)

Mieli Mental Health Finland

Give money, blood or a donation

Finnish Red Cross Blood Service (Veripalvelu)

Finnish Red Cross (Suomen Punainen Risti)

In an emergency or a crisis

A national portal where associations post volunteer opportunities you can search.

The national Red Cross society, with volunteer roles in first aid, disaster response

and community help.

A long-standing mental health organization that trains volunteers for crisis

support.

The national blood service, where you can book a blood donation.

Accepts donations for relief at home and abroad.

https://www.prh.fi/en/index.html
https://vapaaehtoistyo.fi/en
https://www.redcross.fi/en
https://mieli.fi/en
https://www.veripalvelu.fi/en
https://www.redcross.fi/en


Mieli Crisis Helpline: 09 2525 0111

Emergency number 112

Mieli crisis support

Before you act

Public money collection normally needs a permit, so ask a

collector for the permit number and check it with PRH. Be

careful with unsolicited calls, texts or emails asking for card

details or quick transfers.

Visitors are free to give to registered groups, but ask a local

association what it actually needs before bringing goods.

One thing worth knowing

Talkoohenki, a word for team spirit in which everyone chips in,

is discussed on the official promotion site as possibly linked to

Finnish happiness; the same article cites Statistics Finland as

showing about 18 formal volunteer hours per person a year, and

notes that much help is informal.

Crisis phone line open 24 hours every day, in Finnish and Swedish; Mieli charges

nothing, you pay only your operator's normal call rate.

The official site for Finland's emergency number, 112.

Mieli runs a crisis phone line; see the site for current hours and languages.

This list covers a few national starting points, not every local group, and sites can change.

Checked 2026-10-28. Listing an organization is not an endorsement, and none of them has

endorsed this site. Some official sites block automatic checks, so a link may need a second

try.

https://mieli.fi/fi/tukea-ja-apua/kriisipuhelin
https://112.fi/en
https://mieli.fi/en


What this does not mean

Statutes are read from the Finnish originals on Finlex and

paraphrased by this guide; no English translation text was

retrieved. Talkoot is a custom, not a government program. The

Tax Administration item is a proposal, not enacted law. This is

not legal advice. This is a plain-language summary of public

sources, not legal advice, and it does not rank countries. No

government named here has endorsed this site. Not reviewed by

a lawyer. Statutes were read in public sources and may have

changed. Last checked October 26, 2026.

thisisdisclosure.com
A free message about how we treat each other. Nothing to buy, nothing to
join. One person’s hypothesis, not advice. Woodcut images were made with
AI tools; the words are Keith Adler’s. Share freely.


