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Greece.

The Greek Penal Code (Law 4619/2019) punishes failing to save another person from danger to
life when this is possible without danger to one's own life or health, and separately failing to
give requested help in an accident or common danger. Law 4873/2021 sets rules for
registering and funding volunteer organizations and defines volunteer work as unpaid. The
Income Tax Code reduces tax on donations to designated bodies.

DUTY TO HELP A PROTECTION FOR GIVING AND
STRANGER HELPERS SERVICE

Yes None found 4 programs and
laws



http://localhost:8768/

Is there a legal duty to help a stranger?

YES

Article 307 of the Penal Code (Law 4619/2019), headed 'Failure to
provide help' in the Greek text, punishes with imprisonment up
to one year or a fine anyone who fails to save another from
danger to life although able to do so without danger to their own
life or health. Article 288 para. 2 punishes with a fine or
community service anyone who, in an accident or common
danger or common need, does not give help that was requested
and that they could give without substantial danger to
themselves.

ApBpo 307 N. 4619/2019 (ITowvikog Kwdikag): Iapdienyn mpoo@opag Bondeiag
(TaxHeaven (private legal portal reproducing the Government Gazette text)) ApBOpo
288 N. 4619/2019 (TTowvikdg Kadikag): TTapeutodion amotpomne Kovov Kivohvou kat
mapalenyn ope\ouevng Bonbeiag (TaxHeaven (private legal portal reproducing the
Government Gazette text))

Are people who help protected?
[ NoNE Founp

No Greek statute granting civil or criminal immunity to people
who help in good faith was found in the sources consulted. Both
Penal Code provisions above condition the duty on the helper
not facing danger or substantial danger, which limits when
failing to help is an offense.

ApBpo 307 N. 4619/2019 (TTowvikog Kwdikag): ITapdlenyn mpoo@opag Bondeiag
(TaxHeaven (private legal portal reproducing the Government Gazette text)) ApBOpo
288 N. 4619/2019 (TTowvikdg Kwdikag): ITapeutodion amotpommng Kovov Kivohvou Kat
mapddenpn openouevne Bonbetag (TaxHeaven (private legal portal reproducing the
Government Gazetle text))
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How the government promotes giving
and service

Law 4873/2021, purpose and registry

Article 1 states the law regulates the registration and funding of volunteer
organizations established as associations or non-profit civil companies with a
public-benefit purpose, with the stated aims of integrity, transparency and
accountability, and regulates unpaid volunteer work in or outside Greece.
TAXHEAVEN (REPRODUCING THE GOVERNMENT GAZETTE TEXT)

Definition and status of volunteer work (Law 4873/2021, article 13)
Volunteer work is the offering of labor or services to projects of volunteer-
providing bodies without financial or other material consideration;
reimbursement of travel, lodging and food costs directly related to the work is not
consideration; it is not insurable social security activity and is not dependent
employment.

TAXHEAVEN (REPRODUCING THE GOVERNMENT GAZETTE TEXT)

Income tax reduction for donations (Law 4172/2013, article 19)

Tax is reduced by 20 percent of donations above 100 euros a year to bodies
designated by ministerial decision, up to 5 percent of taxable income; for public-
benefit foundations and registered civil society organizations the reduction is 40
percent, up to 40 percent of taxable income, if the money is paid into designated
bank accounts.

TAXHEAVEN (REPRODUCING THE GOVERNMENT GAZETTE TEXT)

Other tax incentives in Law 4873/2021, chapter F

The table of contents of the law lists tax provisions in chapter F, including
donations to public-benefit foundations and registered organizations (art. 17), an
exemption from the ENFIA property tax (art. 20, heading 'Exemption from ENFIA"),
and cash donations to non-profit legal entities under the inheritance and
donations tax code (art. 21); only the headings were read for articles 20 and 21, so
their content is not described here.

TAXHEAVEN (REPRODUCING THE GOVERNMENT GAZETTE TEXT)

Ways to give and volunteer
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Greece has many local volunteer groups and NGOs, and it relies on civil protection and Red
Cross volunteers during wildfires and floods. Official registries are scattered, so verify a
group yourself before giving.

Check a charity before you give

The ministry that has kept a registry of Greek NGOs; I could not
confirm a single current public search page, so ask any group for
its registration details.

Hellenic Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Give your time

Hellenic Red Cross
The national Red Cross society, with volunteer roles in first aid, rescue and social
support.

Civil Protection (General Secretariat for Civil Protection)

The state civil protection authority, which works with registered volunteers in
emergencies.

UN Volunteers (UNV)
The United Nations volunteer program, which lists international and national
volunteer assignments.

Give money, blood or a donation

Hellenic Red Cross
Accepts donations for relief at home and abroad.

In an emergency or a crisis

Find A Helpline: crisis and emotional support lines in this country



https://www.mfa.gr/
https://www.redcross.gr/
https://civilprotection.gov.gr/
https://www.unv.org/
https://www.redcross.gr/
https://findahelpline.com/countries/gr

A directory of free crisis and emotional support lines, run by ThroughLine. No
single national line could be confirmed for this guide, so check the line you choose
before you rely on it.

European emergency number 112
The official Greek site for the 112 emergency number.

Before you act

¢ Be careful with unknown collectors and emergency appeals
after fires or floods, and give through recognized bodies
instead of personal accounts. Ask a local group for its legal
registration before donating.

e Volunteers from outside the EU may need a permit, and rules
for helping with refugee and migrant services are strict, so use
organizations that work openly with the authorities.

This list covers a few national starting points, not every local group, and sites can change.

Checked 2026-10-28. Lisling an organization is not an endorsement, and none of them has

endorsed this site. Some official sites block automatic checks, so a link may need a second
try.

One thing worth knowing

Greece's Penal Code contains two separate failure-to-help
provisions: article 307 for danger to life and article 288 para. 2 for
accidents and common danger when help is requested.



https://findahelpline.com/countries/gr
https://www.112.gr/

What this does not mean

Not legal advice. Greek texts were read through a private legal
portal because the official Nomothesia portal could not be
reached; later amendments to the Penal Code or the Income Tax
Code (including recodification) were not checked. Laws 5/2025
and 2646/1998 were not verified as volunteering laws and are not
cited. This is a plain-language summary of public sources, not
legal advice, and it does not rank countries. No government
named here has endorsed this site. Not reviewed by a lawyer.
Statutes were read in public sources and may have changed. Last
checked October 26, 2026.

-.:.'. s A free message about how we treat each other. Nothing to buy, nothing to
k join. One person’s hypothesis, not advice. Woodcut images were made with
“32: AT tools; the words are Keith Adler’s. Share freely.




